
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY <XlNTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BIW REGION

ORDER NO. 91-056
NPDFS NO. CA0029815

GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE~ FOR:

DISCHARGES OF EJcr'RACI'ED AND TREA'.IED GRCIl:JNa'IATER RESUIJI'ING FROM THE CIEANUP OF
GROUNDWATER POLIDTED BY FUEL LEAKS AND OTHER RELATED WASTES AT SERVICE
STATIONS AND SIMIIAR SITES

'The california Regional Water Quality COntrol Board, san Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter Board) finds that:

1. states may request authority to issue general National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permits pursuant to 40 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 122.28. On June 8, 1989, the State Water Resources
Control Board (hereinafter State Board) submitted an application to the
United states Envirornnental Protection Agency (hereinafter EPA) requesting
revisions to its NPDES program in accordance with 40 CFR 122.28, 123.62
and 403.10. The application included a request to add general permit
authority to its approved NPDES program. On September 22, 1989, the EPA,
Region IX, approved the State Board's request and granted authorization
for the state to issue general NPDFS permits.

2. Title 40 CFR 122.28 provides for the issuance of general permits to
regulate discharges of waste which result from similar operations, are the
same types of waste, require the same effluent limitations, require
similar monitoring, and are more appropriately regulated under a general
permit rather than individual permits.

3. A general permit for existing and proposed discharges of extracted and
treated groundwater to surface waters of the San Francisco Bay Region
(except for direct discharges to the Pacific OCean) from groundwater
cleanup projects meets the requirements of 40 CFR 122.28. 'The discharges
and proposed discharges: (a) result from similar operations (all involve
extraction, treatment, and discharge of groundwater), (b) are the same
types of waste (all are groundwater containing petrolemn hydrocart:>ons and
other related wastes due to leaks and spills from service stations and
similar sites), (c) require similar effluent limitations for the
protection of the beneficial uses of surface waters in the San Francisco
Bay Region (this general permit does not cover direct discharges to the
Pacific Ocean), (d) require similar monitoring, and (e) are more
appropriately regulated under a general permit rather than individual
permits. Therefore, this Order establishes a general permit regulating
extracted and treated groundwater discharges resulting from the cleanup of
groundwater polluted by fuel leaks and other related wastes at service
stations and similar sites.

4. Approximately 4000 underground fuel storage tanks within the San Francisco
Bay Region are known to be currently leaking or have leaked in the past.
Fue.l is al.so discharged to groundwater from other seurces (surface spills,
pipeline breaks or leakages, et.c.) , Some of the groundwater aquifers in
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